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language of poetry, than the sober, 
philosophic language of historj, and 
is more fitted for exciting distrust of 
the description, than confidence in the 
narrator. 

On the whole, much credit dees 
not seem due to the Persian historians ; 
yet as they are almost the csnly 
recorders of Persian affairs, some at- 
tention should be paid to them ; and 
even suppose their compositions to be 
little superior to romance, we may 
value them, like the Arabian nights, for 
the incidental information contained 
in them of their customs and manners. 

A confirmation of this view of the 
Persian historians, which may be also 
extended to the oth.er Orientals, is to 
be found in the preface to an epi- 
tome of Persian history, by W. Ouseley 
esq. After an enumeration of various 
historical works, he proceeds tp say : 
"But few of these historical compo- 
sitions in prose afford more useful 
or curious information to tjie Persian 
antiquary, than the great heroic poem 
of l'erdousi inlitled, Shah Nameh, or 
Book of Kings, composed in the 10th 
and 11th centuries of the Christian 
£ra, from some original annals in the 
Pehlavi language, which escaped the 
general destruction of Persian books 
when the Musulmans invaded and 
Conquered Iran. This celebrated work 
contains in more than sixty thousand 
dislichs, the ancient records of Persia, 
from Cuiuniaras to Ycsdtgird, inter 
spersed with astonishing jitiion and 
toritdnce" 

Here we have a decided superiority 
over all prose histories ajudged to a 
composition, whose nature compels a 
deviation, from the s.trict line of truth, 
and whose very epithets detract from 
its credit. Besides, the foundation, 
or what may in one sense be called 
tfie real, on which the fictitious has 
been erected, is a series of annals in 
a language, of which the very traces 
are obliterated long since. Nor was 
the Pehlavi the language of Ferdousi's 
time; and we are now to believe, 
that a language, becoming obsolete 
nearly 700 years ago, furnished annafs 
of such clearness, solidity, and truth, 
as to form for a work like this a 
base, on which we might repose our 
belief! Add to this, that l'erdousi 
is acknowledged to have interspersed 



astonishing fiction and romani e. Som e 
of the wilder parts of these orna- 
ments mav be easily distinguished 
from the probable and the possible: 
but it is conceivable, that fiction in 
some parts may pfoduce both' the 
probable and the possib.e ; and in 
that case, we shall have no clue to 
distinguish between flit? true and the 
false. Any reference to the original 
materials is impracticable, as they 
have long since perished. 

H«?nce it appears, that we cannot 
piace much confidence in the Oriental 
historians, when the most celebrated 
writer among them deals professionally 
in fiction. Stjll it may be not unm- 
teiesling to know, hi what manner 
they represeut themselves : and in 
what respect they %gree with— how 
differ from Greek and Roman writers 
of cotemporary periods. 

With the view of facilitating this 
pursuit, this Essay ha3 been drawn 
up, to introduce a sketch of Persian 
history, on the ground of the before- 
mentipired epitome, by Mr. — .—now. 
Sir Wm. Ouseley. 

To the Proprietors oj the tielfast Magazine. 

THY judgments gr«at God ! are fitll of 

equity ; 
Thou taUcst pleasuie in rendering, us 

happy ; 
But I have been so wicked, that thy 

goodness 
Can never pardon 'ine without shocking 

thy justice ; 
Yes O God! the greatness of my im- 
piety 
Leaves to lliy power but the choice of 

punishment ; 
Thy interest is in opposition To my hap- 
piness, 
And even thy clemency requires my 

perdition: 
Fulfill then thy desire since it is for thy 

g'ety, 
Be angry at the tears which flow from my 

eyes : 
Thunder 1 strike ! it is time, wage thy 

war against me ; 
In perishing I adore the reason of thy 

wrath ; 
But upon what place shall thy thunder 

fall 
Which is hot covered with the blood of 

Jesus. 
SIRS, 

Above I ventpre tp transmit 
-vou a literal translation of Barreauxs* 
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French hymn as in your magazine 
for December 1809, page 423. 1 im- 
agine your correspondent S. is de- 
sirous of an elegant poetical trans- 
lation, which neither my abilities nor 
inclination permit — in my opinion the 
praise of Addison on this subject 
(much as I adnvre his writings) is 
very inappropriate ; for what sincere 
Christian can imagine that a man, 
Jet him have been ever so wicked, 
if he repent and turn from his wicked- 
ness, can fail of partaking of the di- 
vine clemency ; I am at a loss to 
conceive how this clemency can re- 
quire his perdition, and how the in- 
terest of the Supreme Being can be 
in opposition to the ultimate happine s 
of even such a wretch. Y.R.. 

Dublin, J an. 11, 1810. 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Mtgazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 

T HOPE you will have the good- 
•*• uess to insert in your respectable 
Magazine, the following extract from 
Dr. Jiees' New Cyclopedia, article 
Education, which may serve to ex- 
hibit still more clearly the necessity 
of a radical reform in the present 
system of national instruction, adopted 
in this country, as well as in many 
other parts of the British empire; and it 
is also highly gratifying to observe, how 
exactly the sentiments of the learned 
writer of that article agree with those 
of your ingenious correspondents on the 
same subject. 1 am sir, yours, &c. 
Dublin. Dec. 12,1809. PhiLOMUSUS. 
" Happy had it been for Britain, 
if the " warning counsels, the pro- 
phetic page" of Currie*, had been 
listened to and followed by her states- 
men. As far as our relation with 
otuer nations is concerned the time 
is past; but we may yet profit by 
those representations which show us. 
what is to be done in order to raise 
the intellectual and moral character 
of the nation at large. It is not 
improbable that national reformation 
will begin with national distress ; but 
it is not too much to say, that a per- 



* 1). Carrie, the ingenious Editor ef 
Burns' Works, &c. 



manent reformation in the condition 
atid character of the poor, can onlv 
be brought about by a well-directed 
attention to their education, in con- 
nection with a proper regulation of 
the laws relative to the indigent poor. 
Whether in the counsels of an ali- 
wise Providence, it is decreed, that 
Britain should be thrown from the 
lofty pinnacle to which she has ele- 
vated herself, time can only deter- 
mine ; but it appears cluar, that the 
surest way of avoiding national judg- 
ments, is by endeavouring, each in 
his station, to reform those evils which 
affect our conduct and character as 
a nation ; and in this point of view 
also, the communication of knowledge 
to the poor, may be considered as 
a national benefit, and as a probable 
means of lessening national punish- 
ment." 

Cyclopedia, Vol. XIL part 2. 

To the Proprietors of the Be!fastMagazi^. 

AK ESSAY ON PUBLIC ADDRESSES. 
GENTLEMEN, 

LOOKING over an old newspaper 
a few days ago which contained 
an account of the late jubilee, with 
many feats of eating drinking, &c. 

f>erformed by his Majesty's good and 
oyal subjects, to testify their joy, 
on that great and important occasion : 
and reading of so much good cheer, 
with the many loyal toasts drank, 
my thoughts were naturally led to 
contemplate the satisfaction his Ma- 
jesty must receive on hearing of hi* 
good subjects being so very full of 
loyalty, roast beef, and wine, all at 
once, in perfect joy for his long and 
glorious reign. 1 also observed that 
addresses had not been totally want- 
ing, to congratulate his Majesty, 
which doubtless were truly acceptable 
to the royal ear, as they mentioned 
nought of grievances, misconduct of 
ministers, parliamentary reform, nor 
Catholic emancipation. Now, addresses 
seem to me, generally, a species of 
flattery most destructive to princes ; 
for the addressors, usually, instead of 
pointing out any errors in the con- 
duct of the person they address, 
only, " fool them to the top of their 



